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SOARing Through the Academic Year —by Kristin Musselman, TAES Principal 

 
 The 2021-2022 school year at Tyrone Elementary School has been anything but ordinary. 
The year began full of uncertainty due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, which forced distancing within 
the classrooms, cafeteria and other shared spaces. It caused us to restructure arrival and dismissal 
procedures, as well as recess and other less structured times of the day. The teachers figured out 
new and creative ways to teach students at individual desks and to include students while they were 
home on quarantine. It was certainly not “normal.” Nonetheless, the school year progressed and our 
students have been able to grow and develop academically, as well as socially and emotionally. As 
the end of the year draws near, we are happy that we are able to teach, host events and participate 
in activities in a manner that resembles a pre-pandemic time on our school campus.  
 Throughout the year, the Elementary students have taken part in many School-wide Positive 
Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) programs and activities because of their positive choices to 

SOAR while at school. This year the students have 
enjoyed a popsicle at Reservoir Park, eaten 
S’MORES while watching a movie, snacked on ice 

cream sundaes, played Minute-to-Win-it games with their classmates and teachers, joined a virtual 
assembly with the cast of Star Wars and have earned Golden Tray rewards in the cafeteria. To 
celebrate the end of the year, we will continue to reward positive behavior 
at the upcoming SOAR Carnival and with our end-of-year basket raffle. 
We are looking forward to a lot of fun being had by all during these final 
events of the 2021-22 school year! 
 As the year comes to a close, we want to thank the families of 
Tyrone Elementary for the continued support during the year. We wish all 
families a happy and healthy summer vacation, and we remind all of our 
students to SOAR in all areas of their day, whether at home or at school. 

A Huge Tyrone Elementary Thank You! 

The teachers and staff members at Tyrone Elementary thank 
Mrs. Paula Marden and the Penn State student teachers for 

another great year together. Tyrone wishes the future 
teachers good luck in their teaching careers and a happy 

retirement to Mrs. Paula Marden!  

Safety—Ownership—Achievement—Respect 



 
 

Tyrone High FFA Shares Knowledge 
—submitted by Mrs. Rachel Walk, Second Grade Teacher 

 

 This year, the PA Farm Bureau Ag Literacy week was March 14-18, 2022, and second 

graders had the opportunity to have the Tyrone High School FFA 

chapter members come to their classrooms for an Ag Literacy 

day.  During their visit, FFA members shared the book of the year, 

“My Family’s Soybean Farm” by Katie Olthoff with the 

students.  Throughout the reading of the story, students learned 

about how plants grow, the nutrients they need to grow, and how they 

are harvested.  Most importantly, students learned how farming has 

changed over the years and how important agriculture is in our daily 

lives. 

 Following the reading, students 

participated in a live online learning game on the 

site Gimkit, where they showed what information 

they recalled from the read aloud.  Students were 

asked multiple choice questions related to 

agriculture.  Students were eager to answer the 

questions to see how much money they 

earned.  At the end of the game, students could 

see their place across the entire grade level in 

how well they did. 

 The FFA students provided each teacher 

with an educator’s guide from the American Farm 

Bureau with additional activities to accompany the book “My Family’s Soybean Farm” for future 

lessons.  Each year, the second grade teachers look forward to having Mrs. Hoy’s FFA students 

teach the literacy lessons.  The second graders learn so much information about the importance of 

agriculture from these knowledgeable high school students. 

 

 

—submitted by Mrs. Ciampoli for the First Grade Team 

Shortly, first grade will be saying good luck and see 
you soon to three wonderful first grade student 
teachers and two pre-student teachers.  Each one 
of them brought knowledge, spice, and energy to 
the classrooms they taught in.  The students, teach-
ers, and parents will miss them greatly!  Good luck 
to Miss Park, Miss Fisher, Miss Jones, Miss Parker, 
and Miss Mulkay! 



  —by:  Sarah Jones PSU Student Teacher with Tyrone Elementary First Grade Teacher Mrs. Black 

 
 

 

PENN STATE! This month the first grade classes made their way to State College and had the trip of 

a lifetime. The day was filled with incredible sights, educational activities and, of course, TONS of fun!  

Students took part in visiting three main attractions throughout the day. The first of these activities 

was a guided tour around Pattee and Paterno library. They got a first hand experience walking through the 

library’s special collection, children’s literature center and the Harry Potter-inspired study room!  

Once their library time concluded, the classes made their way to the next building for their STEM ac-

tivity. Run by the Engineering Ambassadors, each first grader got the chance to construct their very own par-

achute! After a presentation giving students the understanding of the connection of gravity and air, they set 

out on their adventure to create their own design of a parachute to keep “Felix” safe! While each creation 

was different from the next, the kids did a wonderful job making their parachutes slowly float to the ground to 

keep Felix safe.  

Moving on to their next activity, everyone got the chance to walk through Penn State’s very own Bea-

ver Stadium!! Paired with the All Sports Museum, everyone got a close up look at the accomplishments of 

Penn State’s athletic department and saw for themselves where the Nittany Lions play! As we walked around 

the stadium, students saw the field on the off season and were shown how they grow the grass! Making 

great connections to the first grade's upcoming science unit 

of plants, they got a great glimpse into the fun and excitement 

of plant growth.  

Finally, the last leg of the trip was a quick hop over to 

Rec Hall to get their much awaited lunch. As the kids ate they 

got a tasty treat of Penn State’s Berkey Creamery ice cream 

and a visit from none other than the NITTANY LION himself! 

Picture after picture was taken and this amazing day came to 

a close. First grade had the greatest time strolling through 

Penn State and the adventure was one to remember.  



In the coming last weeks of school, Third Grade will feel empty without the daily 

interactions and contributions of Miss Puntil, Miss Pyle, and Miss Simpson! Every 

student in our hallway had the pleasure of interacting with these three EXCEPTIONAL teach-

ers. Tyrone wishes them the best of luck in their very bright futures! We are going to miss you! 

It is hard to put my student teaching experi-
ence into words. Being a third-grade student teacher in 
Mrs.Golden’s classroom has been nothing short of 
amazing. On my first day, I was nervous to walk into 
Tyrone Area Elementary School, but Mrs. Golden and 
my students were so welcoming, which made me more 
excited to start. Looking back, I was not sure how I 
would handle the responsibilities and duties required of 
me but, with the exceptional support from Mrs. Golden 
and immense understanding from my students, I am 
leaving this experience feeling confident and eager to 
become a real teacher. 

My students have grown so much this year 
and I am proud to be their student teacher. Each of my 
students welcomed me into their classroom and looked 
to me as a teacher and hopefully now, a friend. Not 
only were they engaged in my lessons last semester, 
but they were inviting as I begin to “take over” the 
classroom this semester. They have all worked hard to 
learn and all of them have grown to be exceptional 
third-grade students with bright futures ahead. They all 
solidified my passion for becoming a teacher. 

Although I am immensely proud of my stu-
dents and their peers, I would not be here without Mrs. 
Golden. Mrs. Golden has been an amazing mentor 
who has taught me more than I could ever imagine. 
She challenged me, trusted me, and supported me. 
Furthermore, this building and community have been 
so welcoming and uplifting to me as a student teacher. 
I am so grateful to have been placed in Tyrone and am 
forever thankful for the warm smiles, support, and love. 
This experience has been one that I will never forget 
and it is hard to believe it is ending. I will miss every 
student and person I have had the privilege of working 
with and I will never forget my second home here in 
Tyrone.  --from Ms. Puntil 

As my time at Tyrone Area Elementary School comes to an end, I want to reflect on how amazing of an experience I've 
had here. There are opportunities every day to learn something new, and because of my students, I have (also, it's great having a 
group of students that will always laugh at my silly puns and jokes!). Likewise, having the support of my mentor teacher, Jenna 
Enck, has made all the difference. I have no idea what I would have done without her patience, encouragement, and guidance! 
When Jenna went on maternity leave to welcome her daughter into the world, I was lucky to have Brittany Ketterman as my long-
term substitute teacher.  
 As I began student-teaching at TAES back in August of 2021, I was nervous about what this experience would hold in 
store for me. However, I try to remember that change can only occur when you step outside of your comfort zone. Throughout 
this school year, I've learned so many things as I stepped outside of my comfort zone. Luckily, I didn't have to do this alone, for I've 
found the greatest support system within the TAES community. As a result, I've grown into the educator that I am today - and 
there will never be words that adequately express how grateful I am for that.  
 To those who have helped me grow - thank you so much. I hope that I've made as much of a positive difference in your 
life as you have in mine.  -- from Ms. Katherine Pyle 

Throughout my student teaching experience at Tyrone, I have been 
pushed out of my comfort zone,  developed personal relationships with 
students, and learned more than I had ever imagined. I am forever grateful 
for my 3rd grade students and Mrs. Casillo, who were gracious, fun, and 
willing to walk with me in my journey! When I started in the fall, I was 
terrified of failure and the unknown of a classroom through a pandemic. As I 
learned, observed, and listened, I was able to see that the smallest things 
matter the most. Consistency, a listening ear, and a presence of 
understanding proved to be the driving force of our classroom. Meeting 
students where they were continued to be a focus in teaching, knowing that 
their wellbeing comes before any curriculum. Through this understanding, 
we grew so much together and saw incredible growth in students that missed 
foundational learning skills due to the pandemic.  

As I started to take over responsibilities in the classroom, I was 
encouraged by Mrs. Casillo to try new things even if they were intimidating, 
find my teaching style, and to always be ready to reflect. During the year, 
there was an understanding that I too was a student, and learn alongside of 
my class each and every day. My students loved hands-on activities like 
writing the Declaration of Independence, building playground models, 
creating podcasts and making fractions pizzas! Each day we learned more 
about one another and the world around us while finding new interests and 
curiosities.  

This experience has been so life-giving, but it would not be possible 
without my mentor Mrs. Casillo. Mrs. Casillo believed in me, encouraged 
me and always invited me into a new challenge. I owe my confidence, 
growth, deepened passion for teaching, and experience to Mrs. Casillo and 
her willingness to take me in this year. I have truly learned from the best and 
I couldn’t imagine this experience without her. This community has taught 
me so much about what it means to advocate for students, create safe 
environments, and support one another. The 3rd grade team showed me 
exactly what I want in a future grade-level team by supporting me, 
encouraging me and always finding the fun. I will miss my students and 
these relationships more than they will ever know, but I am so excited to 
watch them flourish in the years to come. I am forever grateful for Tyrone 
and am so excited to step into my first years of teaching with this 
experience.  --from Ms. Emily Simpson   

-- a send off from the Third Grade Team 



A Peep into Kindergarten 
By: Kindergarten Teacher Ms. Ditty 

 

 Spring is in the air here in the Kindergarten 

hallway!   A memorable activity that our students 

enjoyed this month was when we learned all about the 

life cycle of a chicken and then participated in a fun 

activity where each student decorated their own paper 

egg. After they decorated the egg, with the help of 

their teachers, they attached the egg to their chair 

and then sat on their chair during the school day (at 

appropriate times) to keep the egg ”warm.” After a few 

days of sitting…the eggs 

hatched and a chick was 

born (a marshmallow 

peep)! Students were so 

excited for this little 

activity as they connected 

what they learned about 

life cycles to the actual 

process of sitting on an 

egg to help it hatch. 

Also, to go along with the 

egg theme, our team 

made a home connection 

where students took a plastic egg home and hid a 

small treasure inside of it. At home, the children and 

their families wrote down some clues about the 

treasure and then brought the surprise eggs and clues 

back to school where their peers and teacher read the 

clues and worked together to guess what was inside of 

each egg.  

Another way we celebrated the spring season 

was by using jelly beans for science and math! We 

used the jelly beans as manipulatives while adding 

and subtracting and then placed jelly beans into hot 

water and 

predicted 

what we 

thought 

would 

happen! 

Did you 

know 

that our 

jelly beans turned white? The hot water melted the 

colors right off as we observed changes in matter!  

We had an eggcellent month and are amazed at 

the growth and independence level of our 

kindergarteners! 

Farewell to Fourth Grade 

 

 

 

 

As the end of the year quickly 

approaches, the fourth-grade 

teachers would like to 

congratulate the students and 

their families on the successful 

completion of their elementary 

careers. We have watched you 

grow and strive to tackle 

challenges. You have overcome 

several obstacles and now it is 

time to begin a new chapter in 

your life . . . middle school!  

We are extremely proud of all you 

have accomplished and wish you 

nothing but the best moving 

forward. Always remember to work 

with confidence and believe in 

yourselves because you are worth 

it. Parents, we are grateful for the 

support you have provided us this 

year. It takes a team to 

accomplish great things, and we 

wouldn’t have done it without you. 

We are excited to continue making 

memories during our last days 

together. Let’s make them count! 

With love and admiration from 
The Fourth Grade Team 

 
Mrs. Getz, Mr. Koller, Mrs. 

Lonsinger, Mrs. Nadolsky, Mrs. 
Savino, Mrs. Shultz, and Ms. Walk 



Beautiful Preschool Art 
—submitted by Ms. Ashton, PreK4 Teacher 

 This April in preschool we have been continuing in our author study by learning about Er-

ic Carle. As we have been studying Eric Carle as an author and illustrator, we have also been 

studying his artwork and style. He uses the collage technique to make his illustrations and pre-

school has gotten to follow in his footsteps and make some collages, as well!  

 We started by painting paper and mixing different colors to have a variety of colored pa-

per. Once it dried we tore up the papers and separated them by colors. Once they were sorted we 

were then able to turn them into various different collages! The students have done a great job of 

working together to make the beautiful artwork you see here!  

    

Track and field day is coming in May.  This is a great way for our future track stars to showcase their budding 
athletic talents.  Our 3rd and 4th grade students will compete in individual and team events.  The day will con-
clude with a tug-of-war tournament between the classes.  Families are welcome to attend and cheer us on 
from the hill overlooking the track.  We look forward to seeing our students giving their all! 

Mark your calendars (and cross your fingers for good weather)! 
3rd grade – Tuesday, May 24 

 4th grade – Wednesday, May 25 

By: Phys Ed Teachers Alex Bartlett and Rob Drager 




